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A QUESTION INSPIRED BY FEAR

The same correspondent asks: "Supposing as a result of non-
co-operation, the British severed their connection with us; how
can we be sure, in that case, that India will not be invaded by
Afghanistan or some other power? If that happens, we should be
where we were."

The question does indeed worry some persons. If it worries
many we shall not get swaraj, for those who are afraid of Afghanis-
tan, Japan, or some other country will necessarily prefer to remain
under the British umbrella. Swaraj means no more and no less
than being free from this fear. If we get the strength to drive out
the British, will that same strength not help us to resist Afghanistan
or Japan? So long as we have not fully adopted swadeshi we shall
remain a prey to fear. The complete adoption of swadeshi is like
the virtue of a perfectly faithful wife. Just as no ruffian can cast
an evil eye on such a woman, so will none be able to look with
a covetous eye at Mother India, attired in self-spun and self-woven
clothes. Of what profit will a self-reliant India be to Japan ? How
can Afghanistan harm India if her sons, Hindus and Muslims,
have become united ? He alone has reason to be afraid of Japan
who does not want to follow swadeshi. He may fear the Afghan
who doubts the Muslims' sense of honour. The Swarajist should
shed all fear.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 10-11-1921

183.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, LAHORE

November 10, 1921

Mahatma Gandhi supported the resolution and in doing so made a speech
in the course of which he said that while seconding the resolution of congratula-
tions to the Ali Brothers and others, he wished to say that if they wanted to
. release the Ali Brothers and other non-co-operators from jail within the year,
then they should follow the programme of non-violent non-co-operation. The
Ali Brothers had sent a message to say that they wished to be released only by
the orders of swaraj government. If they wanted to strive for the righting of
the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs there was only one way to do so. He wished
to congratulate the Punjab on its progress but the Province had not made pro-
gress sufficient for winning swaraj within the year.

In the first place,  the Prince's visit should  be   totally boycotted.    A
resolution to that effect had been passed by their Municipal Committee but